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“When everyone asks me what 
I’m going to do with my life, I 
know what to say,” says Brett 
Dorowicz, grade 12 Olds High 
School student, with a grin on his 
face. Proudly, Brett announces, 
“I’m going to be a welder.” 

Brett says he made the decision 
as a result of enrolling in a one 
semester opportunity for high 
school students to participate in 
a pre­trades course in welding 
at Olds College.  “My Mom told 
me about the class and thought 
I should just try it.  I wasn’t sure if 
I’d like it, but I signed up.  It was 
interesting and fun.  I liked the 
projects and putting things together.” 

Thirteen Chinook’s Edge students from Olds, Sundre and Cremona enrolled 

afternoon from February until June 2006 from Olds College instructors on 
the Olds College campus.  Students attended their home schools in the 
morning for academic classes. 
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Olds High School student, Brett Dorowicz 

At a recent meeting, the CLC Governance Team was pleased to hear that 

construction and tendering processes are moving forward. 

“We are achieving so many milestones with the CLC,” said Dot Negropontes, 
Executive Director. “Construction is underway with the eLearning Core and the 
Bus Maintenance Facility will soon be underway. Construction is proceeding 
within our planned schedule and is falling very closely within our budget 

accomplished without compromising our program plans, we are containing



Building a high school without halls is one of Tom 
Christensen’s goals. 
“Our desire was to create a home for thinkers,” 
said Christensen, Olds High School Principal, who 
has worked with architects to design the CLC’s 
core high school.  “Social issues common to high 
school aged students throughout North America 
often appear in hallways.  There are better uses 
of space than the traditional hall.  Learning, 
thinking, developing – are the things we set out to 
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Architectural rendering of Core High School and Health & 
Wellness facility.  The lower portion of the facility is the 
Core High School, the upper portion is the Health & Well­ 

A Home for Thinkers 

emphasize in the design, by creating appropriate 
spaces that encourage these types of activities.” 

the variety of learning spaces and the way they 
are grouped will allow staff and students to work 
well together, ensuring students have a positive 
experience at school. 

“Students need to feel safe and cared for so they 
learn well.  Where do students feel safest?” asked 
Christensen.  “At home,” was his answer. “The 
physical design of the core high school will allow 
us to arrange activities as well as individuals and 
groups to replicate students’ homes.” 

The design includes a variety of spaces, including 
classrooms with operable walls allowing for larger
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Brett’s mother, Sandy Dorowicz was 
impressed.  “It was an amazing program 
and awesome opportunity for Brett,” 

school yet, but he knows where he’s 
going with his life.  For a lot of kids, that’s 
hard.  Brett won’t struggle with that. 
He’ll just be able to move forward and 
build a successful career.” 

Brett is continuing to build up his 
experience in welding through his grade 
12 year.  Upon graduation, he plans to 
enroll in Red Deer College’s welding 
program.  Because of his work through 
Olds College, he’ll have to invest less 
time, and won’t have to spend as 
much on tuition.  The course work he 
completed at Olds College has moved 
him forward about one year towards 

journeyman welder, which is typically a 
three year process. 

“We’re giving students a head 
start,” said Pat Bidart, Associate Vice 
President, Academic Services, Olds 
College.  “That’s what’s meant by 
‘seamless transition’­ one of the aims 
of the Community Learning Campus 
(CLC). When students see how to 
successfully make the step from high 
school to post secondary education, 
apprenticeship or the work force, we’ve 
achieved a major CLC goal.” 

programs that will achieve the CLC’s 
vision.  In the future, this type of ‘head 
start’ training will be offered in a number 

Bidart said educators involved in 
the development of the vision are 
passionate about this aspect of the 
CLC.  “There are so many possibilities,” 
said Bidart.   “We’re looking at a list 
of programs, working to see how we 
can offer opportunities to students.” 
Bidart said not only will the students 

as well. “If we can show students how 
to be successful in careers right here 
in Central Alberta, it will make our 
communities stronger.” 

In Brett Dorowicz’s mind the future 
is bright, and his mother looks 
forward to seeing her son progress. 
Sandy Dorowicz said, “He’s got the 

this exited… that’s great.  We’re really 
happy.” 

Preparing Students... 
... continued from p.1 
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Brett Dorowicz with pre­welding 
instructor Dan Daley 

our budget overrun to a small 
percentage of overall costs. Our 
partners in the Alberta government 

responsibility.” 

million, of which the provincial 

million. Funding sources have been 

million of the total cost. The entire 
CLC project includes the Core High 
School, Fine Arts & Multi­Media 
Centre, eLearning Core, Health and 
Wellness facility, and Chinook’s Edge 
School Division Bus Maintenance 
Facility which will be built on the Olds 
College campus. 

“Creating a facility of this magnitude 
creates so many appealing 
opportunities for all residents,” said 
Mary Turner, who was recently invited 
by the Chinook’s Edge School Board 
to sit on the CLC Governance Team 
as a parent representative from the 
Olds High School Council. 

“My son will have graduated but my 
daughter will be in grade 10 when 

and I am so pleased she will have the 

opportunities. There is so much 
potential with the CLC and I see 
nothing but enormous opportunities 
for our kids, our seniors and our entire 
community.” 

Mary Turner has volunteered in 
leadership roles for large community 
projects in the past. She was Chair of 
the Alberta Seniors Games in 1999, 
volunteered as fundraising Chair 
of the Olds and District Pool 2000 
committee, and was a Director on 
the Olds and District Chamber of 

husband, Dr. Steven Turner, has been 
a family physician in Olds for the 

active recruiter to draw physicians 
to the community. She works as a 
substitute teacher for Chinook’s Edge 
School Division. 
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