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About Olds College: 

Founded in 1913, Olds College’s vision is to be the premier Canadian integrated learning and applied research community specializing in agriculture, horticulture, land and environmental management. Located 45 minutes north of Calgary, Olds College prepares students to contribute provincially, nationally and internationally through careers in agriculture, horticulture, environmental land management, agribusiness, and rural entrepreneurship. Olds College provides certificate, diploma and applied degree programs, and participates with other institutions in offering post-diploma degrees. Olds College is further dedicated to nurturing innovation, learning, applied research and commercialization for agribusiness through the School of Innovation.

$1.275 million from Alberta Energy
Fuels College Biodiesel Project
OLDS, ALBERTA, April 4, 2008 – Text 
Alberta Energy’s investment of $1.275 million in Olds College’s BioFuel Technology CentreTM will enable the completion of the Olds College Pilot Plant and Micro-Processing Centre, a critical component of the College’s plan to develop a sustainable biofuel research program.
“No one else in Alberta has the ability to look at the entire value chain of biodiesel production,” says Tanya McDonald, Bioenergy Research Associate within the Olds College School of Innovation (OCSI). She says that the College’s biodiesel research initiatives range from seed selection and crop management to production processes, use of by-products, and evaluation of engine performance.
The funding from Alberta Energy will be used to complete the facilities needed to test production techniques on a broader scale that can be accomplished in existing labs. 
Terry McKay, Senior Process Engineer/Food Scientist with OCSI explains that micro-processing allows expansion of concepts tested in the lab, while the pilot plant scales production even further to prove the commercial viability of potential fuels stocks. “The main component is a new explosion proof facility that will allow safe use of solvents to extract fuel oils from plants.”
The project will take advantage of an existing building on the Olds College campus, focusing the resources on renovation rather than new construction. 
”Biofuels are an exciting new part of our energy portfolio. Opportunities for more in-depth study on biofuel production and use are valuable as we promote the development of a commercially viable bioenergy marketplace in Alberta,” said Mel Knight, Minister of Energy.

McKay and McDonald put emphasis on the concept of sustainability within the College biofuels project. “Our research is moving away from the use of oils from food plants,” says McKay. “Mustard, camelina, even weeds and algae have oil content that may be viable fuel sources.” The use of green and frozen canola as fuel stock will also be investigated, potentially offering a market for crops that currently have no value. 
He says research also includes the use of by-products of fuel production, seeking efficient applications in food stocks for animals, even extracting substances that have value as neutraceuticals to improve health in people.
- more-
The College’s existing research capacity and partners have created a unique biodiesel project with the capacity to produce about 45,000 litres of fuel annually. “We have great community support with partners such as the Chinook’s Edge School Division, Town of Olds and Mountain View County. They’re some of the first in Alberta to get on board with the use of biodiesel in fleet vehicles.”
The future holds growing production and research capacity to further test the commercialization of biodiesel. “This investment from Alberta Energy will increase our infrastructure and expand our capacity on the analytical side,” says McDonald. She notes that “this is the first step of several” and hopes that the expanded capability will draw additional investment and partners. 
The pressure on supplies of traditional energy sources is growing and solutions must be found. “Renewable fuels are one piece of that puzzle,” she says. 
The funding is provided incrementally beginning with $600,000 in March, 2008. Additional contributions are expected in June, August and December 2008 as the project moves forward.
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