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Last Thursday, 4,000 students from throughout the division gathered at the Community 

Learning Campus in Olds to experience the lessons left by Rachel Scott, the first 

student killed at Columbine High School in 1999. Transporting students from every 

corner of the division required flexibility, attention to detail and 65 school buses. 

Rachel’s Challenge #1 – Eliminate Prejudice: Rachel 

said if you really look into a person’s eyes you may see 

their real heart. Simply look for the best in others. 

“Practice this for 30 days and you will see miracles begin 

to happen,” her father, Darrell told the audience. 

The program involved two separate hour-long 

presentations to 2,000 students each, an 

afternoon leadership program and an evening 

parent session. People throughout Chinookõs Edge 

had the opportunity to join 14 million other people 

around the world to experience Rachelõs 

Challenge, thanks to the Creating Sustainable 

Active Leadership (CSAL) initiative which is a 

partnership between Chinookõs Edge, Olds College 

and Alberta Health Services. 

Rachel’s Challenge #2 – Write Down Your Goals: Dare to pursue your dreams and formalize 

your intention to make them a reality by writing them down. 

Superintendent Jim Gibbons and 

Assistant Superintendent Dr. Dot 

Negropontes chatted with Darrell Scott 

before the program began. They told him 

that Chinookõs Edge has many fine young 

people who are planning to continue 

building on Rachelõs powerful legacy of 

nurturing a caring and supportive culture 

for everyone at school. 

Small groups of leadership students from each 

school remained onsite for an afternoon 

session, where Darrell outlined strategies for 

continuing to enhance the climate of kindness in 

their schools. Olds High School and the Olds 

leadership group provided a picnic lunch, and 

Katimavik groups from Olds and Sylvan Lake 

helped with activities. 

Rachel’s Challenge #3 – Choose Positive 

Influences: The choices you make today will 

determine where you are 20 years from now. The 

killers of Rachel Scott and 12 other people at 

Columbine were reported to have been motivated 

by excessive exposure to violent music, movies 

and videogames. 

Rachel’s Challenge #4 – Use Kind Words: Our words can heal or our words can hurt, and we 

choose which it will be. “You have all heard these messages many times – they aren’t 

complicated. Rachel just did small things that all of us can do every day,” said Darrell. 

About 200 leadership students discussed 

Rachelõs Challenge in more depth and many 

schools already have plans for activities that will 

keep the momentum moving forward in their 

communities. Staff from the YES program and 

Family School Wellness participated throughout 

the day. 

Rachel’s Challenge #5 – Start a Chain Reaction of Kindness and Compassion. 

Darrell delivered an evening session to parents 

(many of whom were brought in by their 

children who were at Rachelõs Challenge earlier 

in the day). About 200 people attended the 

presentation at the Fine Arts & Multi Media 

Centre and at least 50 more experienced the 

event via videoconference (as seen on the 

screen in this photo) at our Community 

Engagement Sites. 

Thank you to Darrell Scott, whose courage 

and generosity of spirit has allowed 

Rachelõs simple message of kindness to 

resonate throughout the world, and to 

Kory Sholdice (Curriculum and Instruction 

Coordinator) who moved small mountains 

to make this happen for Chinookõs Edge.  


